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§200.432

performance of Federal programs and
approved by the Federal awarding
agency.

(j)(1) For IHEs only. Fringe benefits in
the form of tuition or remission of tui-
tion for individual employees are al-
lowable, provided such benefits are
granted in accordance with established
non-Federal entity policies, and are
distributed to all non-Federal entity
activities on an equitable basis. Tui-
tion benefits for family members other
than the employee are unallowable.

(2) Fringe benefits in the form of tui-
tion or remission of tuition for indi-
vidual employees not employed by
IHEs are limited to the tax-free
amount allowed per section 127 of the
Internal Revenue Code as amended.

(3) IHEs may offer employees tuition
waivers or tuition reductions for un-
dergraduate education under IRC Sec-
tion 117(d) as amended, provided that
the benefit does not discriminate in
favor of highly compensated employ-
ees. Federal reimbursement of tuition
or remission of tuition is also limited
to the institution for which the em-
ployee works. See §200.466 Scholarships
and student aid costs, for treatment of
tuition remission provided to students.

(k) For THEs whose costs are paid by
state or local governments, fringe ben-
efit programs (such as pension costs
and FICA) and any other benefits costs
specifically incurred on behalf of, and
in direct benefit to, the non-Federal
entity, are allowable costs of such non-
Federal entities whether or not these
costs are recorded in the accounting
records of the non-Federal entities,
subject to the following:

(1) The costs meet the requirements
of Basic Considerations in §§200.402
Composition of costs through 200.411
Adjustment of previously negotiated
indirect (F&A) cost rates containing
unallowable costs of this subpart;

(2) The costs are properly supported
by approved cost allocation plans in ac-
cordance with applicable Federal cost
accounting principles; and

(3) The costs are not otherwise borne
directly or indirectly by the Federal
government.

§200.432 Conferences.

A conference is defined as a meeting,
retreat, seminar, symposium, work-
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shop or event whose primary purpose is
the dissemination of technical infor-
mation beyond the non-Federal entity
and is necessary and reasonable for
successful performance under the Fed-
eral award. Allowable conference costs
paid by the non-Federal entity as a
sponsor or host of the conference may
include rental of facilities, speakers’
fees, costs of meals and refreshments,
local transportation, and other items
incidental to such conferences unless
further restricted by the terms and
conditions of the Federal award. As
needed, the costs of identifying, but
not providing, locally available depend-
ent-care resources are allowable. Con-
ference hosts/sponsors must exercise
discretion and judgment in ensuring
that conference costs are appropriate,
necessary and managed in a manner
that minimizes costs to the Federal
award. The Federal awarding agency
may authorize exceptions where appro-
priate for programs including Indian
tribes, children, and the elderly. See
also §§200.438 Entertainment costs,
200.456 Participant support costs,
200.474 Travel costs, and 200.475 Trust-
ees.

§200.433 Contingency provisions.

(a) Contingency is that part of a
budget estimate of future costs (typi-
cally of large construction projects, IT
systems, or other items as approved by
the Federal awarding agency) which is
associated with possible events or con-
ditions arising from causes the precise
outcome of which is indeterminable at
the time of estimate, and that experi-
ence shows will likely result, in aggre-
gate, in additional costs for the ap-
proved activity or project. Amounts for
major project scope changes, unfore-
seen risks, or extraordinary events
may not be included.

(b) It is permissible for contingency
amounts other than those excluded in
paragraph (b)(1) of this section to be
explicitly included in budget esti-
mates, to the extent they are necessary
to improve the precision of those esti-
mates. Amounts must be estimated
using broadly-accepted cost estimating
methodologies, specified in the budget
documentation of the Federal award,
and accepted by the Federal awarding
agency. As such, contingency amounts
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